
Serenity Prayer by Reinhold Niebuhr (1892-1971)

God, give us grace to accept with serenity the things that cannot be changed,
Courage to change the things which should be changed, and
the Wisdom to distinguish the one from the other.

Living one day at a time, Enjoying one moment at a time,
Accepting hardship as a pathway to peace, 
Taking, as Jesus did, This sinful world as it is, Not as I would have it,
Trusting that You will make all things right,
If I surrender to Your will, So that I may be reasonably happy in this life,
And supremely happy with You forever in the next.

Amen.



Do you have a dream?
I have one.
I dreamt to be a pilot when I was in Secondary 1.
It should be one of the most amazing jobs in the world. It is 

a career that never stops offering challenges!
Last summer holiday, my school teacher Mr. Chan Wai Man 

recommended me a program called ‘Future Pilot Training 
Program’ . After an oral and a listening test, I was informed I 
could join the program. I was so excited! 

On 19th July, 2008, twelve of us assembled at the Hong 
Kong International 
Airport. We were 
wearing white shirts 
and black trousers. 
Did we look smart? 

On the second 
day in Australia, we 
had a whole day lesson 
about aviation at the hardstand of the University of New South 
Wales. The teaching approach was similar to that in Hong Kong, 
though the content was totally different. We learnt a lot about 
basic aviation theories.

On the third day, all of us had an individual flight training! 
Can you imagine how excited I was? We met our trainers, 
settled down and got ready for the lifetime experience.

Sitting on the captain seat, touching the control panel, 
putting my feet on the rudder, taxiing down the runway......all 
these were beyond imagination. When the instructor navigated 
the plane to a safe place, he asked me to do some simple 
motions. Although I didn’t perform very well, I was satisfied and 
it was definitely unforgettable.

In the following four days, we had a flight training alternately. 
Our learning schedule was just like a year one student at 
UNSW.

On weekends, we had no class, no test, and no flight training. 
We visited some famous scenic spots, for example, Blue Moun-
tain and the Fish Market. Once, as the temperature dropped 
abruptly at Blue Mountain, we were shivering all over with cold. 

In the Fish Market, which was near the sea, all kinds of 
seafood was so fresh. We chose a big Salmon and we took 
photos with it one by one. Then, it was cut into small pieces. It 
was delicious and we enjoyed it very much. We also bought 
some other seafood and drinks. 

It was not the end of the trip!  
There was one thing particularly noteworthy on this trip 

-The Temora Aviation Museum. It is a museum near the airport. 
The only way to get there is by plane. So, instead of going 
individually, three students got on one plane at one time. The 
instructor was the captain. But it didn’t mean that we had 
nothing to do. We had to learn how to use the map and read the 
GPS. It was memorable!

The last flight training was held in a flight simulator. The 
simulator was really sensitive because even a light motion could 
cause a great change. 

After the Flight Simulation Training, we had a small-scale 
Graduation Ceremony. Our instructor gave us the reports and 
my group, which consisted of Adrian, Anthony and I, gave him a 
self-designed thank you card. We finished the card just before 
the daybreak. We also bought him a toaster because on the day 

we went to Temora Aviation 
Museum, he took out some 
bread and jam from his 
backpack for lunch. We 
guessed he loved bread. Ha 
ha! He was so surprised when 
he saw the big wrapped gift. 
He said he would put it in his 

bedroom. After the ceremony, 
we went to a beach and had coffee. That was so relaxing but 
undoubtedly it did create some sad feelings. We had to leave the 
next day.

We all played until midnight. All of us thought it was a 
precious night. We didn’t want to sleep. We decided to wait for 
the sunrise. We played cards, listened to music, chatted and so 
on. In fact, we were really sleepy and exhausted. But we insisted 
on waiting for the sunrise! At last, we did see the pinks and 
yellows of the sunrise. As I did not get enough clothes and the 
temperature was really low, I could not stay out for a long time.

On 2nd August, 2008, I 
went back to Hong Kong. 
The feeling was so strange 
when I stood on the land of 
Hong Kong. But I knew, that 
was not a dream. It was a fact 
that my dream had already 
come true!
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In 2008 a team from the English Department, spearheaded by Echo Lai, 

managed to acquire a substantial grant from the EDB to fund a multi faceted plan to 

enhance English learning for LIY students. 

The English Enhancement Grant , in the amount of  HKD $2,536,400.00, is 

funding a number of key programs over the course of six years that have been 

designed to contribute to a sustainable improvement in LIY’s capacity to deliver 

highly effective English teaching programs as well as a richer English environment. 

Funding has been provided to allow for the professional development of teachers, to 

build a more English-rich environment, to develop NSS-tailored teaching approaches 

(English Drama), to fund a self-access on-line learning platform, and to provide 

greater staffing flexibility so as to allow, amongst other things, for the development 

of high-quality school-based curriculum.  

Different components of the English Enhancement Strategy have been funded 

for implementation at different points within the 6 year plan.  While the on-line 

learning platform will be funded evenly over the five year period at $48,000 per year, 

the Form 2 Drama program will be funded only for the first 2 years at the rate of 

$250,000 per year. It is expected that the Drama program, once established will 

continue to be run by LIY teachers even after the hired service is gone in the third 

year.  Supporting the staffing requirements of the English Department through the 

implementation of these new programs and with the development of school based 

curriculum has taken the lions’ share of the funding at $274,000 per year over the 

full six years of the plan. 

The English Department is grateful to the EDB for providing us this with an 

opportunity to improve the learning environment at LIY with all of these marvelous 

programs.

All JS2 students will participate 

in the drama ‘The Wizard of Oz’ on 

April 30, 2009 at 7:30p.m. The drama 

has six acts and they will be performed 

by six different JS2 English classes. All 

are welcome to see Dorothy, 

Scarecrow, Tin Woodman, Lion, Oz, 

Aunt Em, Uncle Henry, etc. at our 

school hall that day. Enjoy our great 

performance!
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Many students participate in  the chorus! The main characters of  our drama work hard
 in the rehearsal!

Students are  very attentive in the workshop!

Students attend  the writing workshop in small groups.

S1 students learn how to write good book reports.




